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Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bi-
jan Zangeneh said Bandar Abbas
and Imam Khomeini refineries
were to produce 700,000 tons per
year of sponge and needle cokes
in Iran.

Speaking on the sidelines of a
ceremony to strike an agreement
between the National Iranian

Oil Refining and Distribution
Company (NIORDC) and the Ira-
nian Mines & Mining Industries
Development & Renovation,
known as IMIDRO, on Monday,
Zangeneh said the agreement
was aimed at construction of
coke plants in Imam Khomeini
and Bandar Abbas refineries by
IMIDRO in cooperation with the
Research Institute of Petroleum
Industry (RIPI).Bandar Abbas
Refinery will produce 620,000
tons/year of needle coke which is
two times the demand of Iranys
aluminium industry. The coke

is used in steel and aluminum
industries. Once operational, the
units will render Iran’s self-
sufficient in importing the items.
The units will be fed by fuel oil to

produce highly value-added items
including petcoke.The projects

is expected to take 3 years to
complete and will be built with a
billion dollars of investment to be
provided by preselling the items,
the refineries and some banks.
The National Iranian Oil Refin-
ing and Distribution Company
(NIORDC) and Iranian Mines &
Mining Industries Development
& Renovation, known as IM-
IDRO, have signed an agreement
for production of sponge and

Iran Refineries to Yield 0.7mt/
year of Petcoke

needle coke in Bandar Abbas and
Imam Khomeini refineries which
will render Iran self-sufficient

in production of the items used
for steel production.A ceremony
was held in Tehran on Monday
to Strike the deal in the presence
of Iranian Minister of Petroleum
Bijan Zangeneh and Alireza
Sadigabadi, the NIORDC CEO,
Reza Rahmani, the Iranian Min-
ister Industry, Mine and Trade,
Khodada Gharibpour, IMIDRO
chairman, as well as the heads of

the two refineries.By signing this
agreement, the Research Institute
of Petroleum Industry (RIPT)

will cooperate with IMIDRO to
launch a coke production unit in
the two refineries and the needle
and sponge coke required by the
steel industry of the country will
be produced from low-sulfur fuel
oil domestically.The pilot plant of
the unit will be built at RIPI, and
with the signing of this memoran-
dum, industrial-scale coke units
will be contracted in the refineries
afterwards.This agreement is of
great strategic value for Iran given
the US sanctions imposed on im-
port of petcoke to Iran.There are
at least four basic types of petro-
leum coke, namely, needle coke,
honeycomb coke, sponge coke
and shot coke. Different types of
petroleum coke have different mi-
crostructures due to differences in
operating variables and nature of
feedstock. Significant differences
are also to be observed in the
properties of the different types of
coke, particularly ash and volatile
matter contents.

A contract was signed
between Petrochemical
Research and Technol-
ogy Company (PRTC)
and Tabriz Petrochemical
Company for building
Iran’s first heavy polyeth-
ylene plant.

According to the National
Petrochemical Com-
pany (NPC), the contract
concerns granting techni-
cal know-how, process
design package and basic
engineering of heavy
polyethylene unit.Ali
Pajouhan, PRTC CEO,
said that the company had

@
1st Iran heavy polyethylene unit to be built

scribed the possibility of
producing MMP polymer-
ic grades as a feature of
this technical savvy, and
stated: “Accordingly, this
item is being produced
for the first time inside
the country.”For his part,
Siavash Derafshi, CEO
of Tabriz Petrochemical
Company, expressed his
happiness at producing

a fully Iranian polymer
product for the first time
in the country.He also
hoped that the project
would reach fruition in

a matter of 4 years.The

been studying the techni-
cal know-how of produc-
ing heavy-duty polyeth-

-0

ylene and its catalysts for
more than 1.5 decades,

adding PRTC facilities
were prepared to produce

industrial-scale catalysts
for the project.He de-

plant is to be built with
310,000 tons/year of pro-
duction capacity.

L a4

Simultaneous Loading of South Pars Phase 13 Platforms

The operation of loading two
platforms belonging to Phase

13 of the South Pars gas field
ended on Monday at the yard of
Iran Marine Industrial Company
(SADRA).

According to the National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC),
Payam Motamed, operator of
Phase 13 of South Pars Devel-
opment Project, said the prog-
ress of the construction of 13A
Main Platform and 13C Satel-
lite Platform was over 98%,
adding the two platforms each

weighing roughly 2,500 tonnes,
were loaded simultaneously

on a FLB124 barge by using a
Push/Pull method at the yard
of SADRA.He described the
loading of the two platforms as
one of the important measures
in line with the completion of
the second phase of the South
Pars Phase 13 offshore section.
According to Motamed, 67,000
meters of cable was used for
building each of the two plat-
forms.The two platforms can

recover 28.4 mcm/d of sour gas.

:

Iran to Launch 4

Downstream Petchem Parks
The CEO of Petrol Co. said Urmia Melamine,
Ilam Polypropylene, Melamine Crystal Park
and Lordegan Resin Urea parks are to be built
in Iran.

Rasoul Najafzadeh said on Saturday that

Urmia Potassium Sulfate Unit would become
operational by March with 400,000 tons/year of
production capacity.He said Urmia Melamine
Park was to be launched by the private sector
and Petrol Co. would operate as the regulator of
the project. The park will entail 6 facilities and
would create 940 direct jobs with an invest-
ment of Rls. 7,400 billion.Furthermore, Ilam
Polypropylene Plant will be built with 150,000
tons of installed production capacity and will
become operational by 2022.This project

will also entail 6 plants with an investment of
12,000 billion Iranian Rials.

Iran Eyes Self-Sufficiency in
Sponge, Needle Coke Produc-
tion
The National Iranian Oil Refining and Distribu-
tion Company (NIORDC) and Iranian Mines &
Mining Industries Development & Renovation,
known as IMIDRO, have signed an agreement

for production of sponge and needle coke in
Bandar Abbas and Imam Khomeini refineries
which will render Iran self-sufficient in produc-
tion of the items used for steel production.

A ceremony was held in Tehran on Monday to
strike the deal in the presence of Iranian Minis-
ter of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh and Alireza
Sadiqabadi, the NIORDC CEO, Reza Rahmani,
the Iranian Minister Industry, Mine and Trade,
Khodada Gharibpour, IMIDRO chairman,

as well as the heads of the two refineries.By
signing this agreement, the Research Institute
of Petroleum Industry (RIPI) will cooperate
with IMIDRO to launch a coke production
unit in the two refineries and the needle and
sponge coke required by the steel industry of
the country will be produced from low-sulfur
fuel oil domestically. The pilot plant of the unit
will be built at RIPI, and with the signing of
this memorandum, industrial-scale coke units
will be contracted in the refineries afterwards.
This agreement is of great strategic value

for Iran given the US sanctions imposed on
import of petcoke to Iran.There are at least four
basic types of petroleum coke, namely, needle
coke, honeycomb coke, sponge coke and shot
coke. Different types of petroleum coke have
different microstructures due to differences in
operating variables and nature of feedstock.
Significant differences are also to be observed
in the properties of the different types of coke,
particularly ash and volatile matter contents.

Sales Exceed Output at Noori

Petchem Plant
The CEO of Noori Petrochemical Company
said the plant had done great in the month of
Dey (which begins on December 22 to Janu-
ary 20) and its sales had exceeded the plant’s
output.
According to the plant, Taghi Sanei, referring
to the company’s monthly performance report,
said: «Noori Petrochemical Plant performed
best in the December-January this year com-
pared to previous months, so sales were higher
than production.»He said the company had so
far operated at 95% of its nameplate capacity
while it had only planned for 90% productivity
in the current calendar year, which began on
March 21.He predicted that by the end of the
year, the company would operated with 95% of
its production capacity and 105% of its planned
productivity.
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