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Knowledge-based Firms

The Exploration Department of
the National Iranian Oil Compa-
ny (NIOC) has signed 4 research
contracts with universities and
knowledge-based firms.

The deals, signed at Ferdowsi
University in Mashad, the north-
eastern province of Khorasan
Razavi, on Sunday, concerned
studies in the fields of geophys-
ics, geochemistry, unconven-
tional hydrocarbon resources and

drilling fluids:

1. The Project of Quantitative
Seismic Cube Interpretation (QI)
in the south of Abadan Plain was
signed between Seyyed Saleh
Hendi, Director of Exploration at
the National Iranian Oil Com-

run for 48 months, and a Euro-
pean technical university with
more than 90 years of experience
in the oil shale industry is set to
collaborate as an international
consultant and partner in the
project. The project will provide
a basis for the development of
anew oil shale industry in Iran
by developing a comprehensive
exploration plan.

3. The 3rd contract was on geo-
chemical assessment and study
of hydrocarbon reservoirs of the
Dehram Group (located in the
middle part of the coastal Fars
region). Mr. Hendi and Mansour
Ghorbani, Managing Director

of Pars Knowledge-based Co.
signed the deal. A European
university will be the interna-
tional partner and advisor of the
18-month project. This study can
more accurately assess the prob-
ability of hydrocarbon sources in
the lower depths of the Dehram
reservoir.

4. The last contract was focused
on field implementation of

state-of-the-art techniques in
quantitative studies and reservoir
characterization.2. The second
contract concerned phase II of

a project to transfer technical
knowhow and technology for ex-
ploration of oil shales in the Qali

pany, and Ahmad Reza Bahrami,
Vice Chancellor of Research and
Technology at Ferdowsi Univer-
sity of Mashhad.The 15-month
contract has been signed with
goals such as localization of

Kuh region in the western prov-
ince of Lorestan. The deal was
signed by Mr. Hendi and Reza
Soltani, Head of the Campus of
Technical Faculties of Tehran
University. The contract is set to

10,000 barrels of high pres-
sure, high temperature (HPHT)
hydraulic deep drilling fluid for
wells to replace oily base fluid.
Hendi and Soltani signed this
18-month contract as well.

-0

FM: Iran O

Iranian Minister of Foreign Affairs
Mohammad Javad Zarif said in
order for Iran to stay in the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), the level of the country’s
oil sales must return to the May
2018 level.

According to IRNA, speaking in
press conference on Monday, Dr.
Zarif said that steps must be taken
to continue work on the JCPOA,

a deal Iran and the P5+1 group of
countries struck back in 2015 of
which the US pulled out in May
2018.”Our oil sales should go back
to May, when the United States
left the deal,” he told the Iranian
and foreign reporters.In May 2018,
Iran exported 2.8 mbd of crude
oil.Zarif said Iran, relying on its
national capabilities, Economy

@

-

|

of Resilience and cooperation
with others, would thwart the US
maximum pressures.Asked about
the reason behind the US move
to sanction him, Zarif said what

® L a4

il Sales must Go back to May 2018 Levels

is what the US opted for.Zarif
made clear that the reaction of the
international community to the
US action sanctioning him had

LS
-

3 driven Washington to isolation.
,:-;:‘ y Answering to a question about the
e recent seizure of a UK oil tanker

in Persian Gulf and the possible
formation of international coalition
to protect the oil tankers, Zarif said
the United States is responsible for
escalation of tension in the Persian
Gulf.Zarif also recalled the human
tragedy the US Navy’s Vincennes
created in the Persian Gulfin 1988
by shooting down the Iranian pas-
senger plane which led to killing of
nearly 300 people.He said that the
United States had brought nothing
to the region but aggression, war
and massacre.

® @

the US did indicated that there
are two models of conduct, first
based on dialogue and interaction
and the second based on bullying
and threat, and the second one

Petchem Industry Key in Economic Prosperity

A member of the Iranian
parliament’s energy commit-
tee underlined the role petro-
chemical industry plays in the
economy, saying petrochemical
industry is one of the pillars of
the Economy o

f Resilience.

Economy of Resilience is a
tactic adopted by Iran to counter
the restrictions the country faced
in part by US sanctions.Ali

Adyani, MP, said that the petro-
chemical industry could acceler-
ate economic development of
the country.The MP, who is also
a member of the parliament’s
energy committee, said that

the sector could ensure eco-
nomic growth and generation
of jobs in the country, adding
the industry needs to develop
faster so that the economy could
boom.““Undoubtedly, invest-

ment in the downstream sector,
because of creating value-added
and safety of investment, will
be lucrative,” the MP added.The
petrochemical industry is one
of the most lucrative industries
and has continued its growth
despite the sanctions, he further
argued.“Currently, favorable
infrastructure and resources

are available in the country for
developing the industry.”

NIOC Inks Research Deals with — J
ajor Gas Projects

Operational by March 2020

The CEO of the National Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) said that 40 major gas projects would
come on stream this calendar year which began
on March 2019.

According to NIGC, Hassan Montazer Torbati
outlined NIGC’s major plans for the gas industry
in the current calendar year, saying 830 kilome-
ters of pipelines as well as 25 gas compressors
were scheduled to become operational this year.
He said the projects would significantly enhance
the country’s gas distribution capacity especially
in the winter. The projects include a 56-inch
pipeline which stretches 124 km from Ghaleh De-
hgolan to Miandoab and another one stretching
31 km from Bidboland to Ahvaz.Furthermore, 25
gas compressors would also be launched in places
like Bidboland, Deilam, Kouhdasht and Hosseini-
yeh by the end of the year.

Talks Continue with China in

South Pars Phase 11
The CEO of the Pars Oil and Gas Company
(POGC) said that talks were going on with Chi-
nese developers in South Pars Phase 11 project.
According to POGC, Mohammadi Meshkinfam
said that development of Kish Gas Field was one
of POGC'’s top priorities currently, adding that
developing the field’s first phase was seriously
being pursued by the company.He said studies
were being carried out for determining the path
of a pipeline to transfer gas from the field, adding
once findings of the studies are obtained, the
produced gas would be transferred to South Pars
refineries or Fajr Jam Refinery for processing.A
billion cubic feet or 28 million cubic meters per
day would be produced in the first phase of the
project, the official added Regarding Farzad
Field, he said talks were continuing with Indian
developers in the project, stating that this project
was also another prioritized project for POGC.
Besides the Indians, “we are in talks with other
companies as well.”

US Failed to Bring Iran Oil Ex-

ports to Zero: Speaker
Iranian Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani said that
the US had failed to achieve anything by impos-
ing sanctions on Iran, adding, “They failed to
bring Iran’s oil exports to zero.”
Speaking on Tuesday, the official said that US
adventurism created a new issue everyday which
required a clear assessment of their action.“The
enemies aim at preventing Iran’s economic devel-
opment and intend to cause domestic trouble by
maximizing economic pressure on the country,”
he said.In the other step, they want to prevent
economic development in Iran so that it cannot
be influential in the region despite having a large
population, he added.“The Americans have not
gained any success with regard to Iran. They
had intended to bring Iran’s oil exports to zero in
which they failed.”

Peace with Iran: Mother of all

Peaces: Rouhani
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani said that peace
with Iran was the mother of all the peace in the
world, adding, “No one can blemish our security
and expect to remain secure.” Addressing senior
Iranian foreign ministry officials on Tuesday, the
President touched on the seizure of Iranian tankers
by the British Marines and Iran’s taking measures
to counter the seizure.“The Strait of Hormuz can-
not remain open for you while Gibraltar be closed
for us,” he said.Dr. Rouhani said for long, British-
flagged vessels sailed in the Strait of Hormuz
without any trouble even though they oversaw
many regulations, “but now that you displayed
an unfriendly behavior, we will not stand on cer-
emony when it comes to enforcing the law.”
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