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YEAR 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
Area (Ha) 28,627 28,700 20,717 | 13,432 | 18,000 9,837
Yield (Kgs/ha) 650 550 570 400 170 350
Seed cotton production (MT) 15,726 15,800 11,850 | 5,321 3,015 3,389
Seed Cotton price (USD Cents/kg) 42 42 46 46 52 48
Value of Seed Cotton (Ksh. Million) | 660 664 545 245 157 172
Lint cotton (MT) 5,200 5300 4,000 | 2,000 1,000 1,100
Price of lint (USD /Kg) 1.42 1.42 1.64 1.64 1.90 1.80
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Arif Uz Zaman, “Export is booming, new investment in coming- What

more to do to achieve $100bn export target”, Textile Today, May 2024
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w 264 factories received » Double transformation
new investment in 2023 production after LDC in

2026
» 320 factories received
new investment in 2022 » Meed a lot of investment

in the textile sector
» 603 factories have taken

temporary membership
in between 2018 to 2023

» Gas and fuel price hike

» Dollar Crisis

» On an average of 94
factories received
permanent membership

» Double Digit Interest Rate

» Lack of skilled manpower
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Nanofibers (NF) and nanoparticles (NP) are on the verge
of fundamentally altering the texture, functionality, and
efficiency of sports clothing, providing athletes with a
new level of comfort, protection, and performance.
Imagine, for a moment, a shirt that not only shields you
from harmful UV radiation but also regulates your body
temperature and wards off bacteria.

[t may sound far-fetched, but with the integration of
nanofibrous materials into sports clothing, this could
soon become a reality.

The creation of nanofibrous structuresvia electrospinning
allows the synthesis of fibres with diameters in the
nanometer rangeThese structures can enhance the
comfort of sport clothingin various ways. The microscopic
size of these fibers gives them unique properties, such as
high surface area-to-volume ratio, which can enhance
breathability, and small pore size, which can improve
protection performance.

These new, functional sports fabrics can provide moisture
and thermal comfort, making them an ideal choice for
athletes who often engage in strenuous activities in
varied environments. The utilization of NFs and NPs in
sports apparel could help regulate temperature, keeping
athletes cool when the environment is hot and warm
when it’s cold.

Moreover, these innovative fibers can also protect
against harmful UV radiation, a critical factor considering
the ever-increasing awareness of the risks associated
with prolonged sun exposure. By incorporating UV-
resistant NPs into the fabric, sportswear can provide an
extra layer of security to athletes who spend extended
periods outdoors.Perhaps one of the most promising
features is the potential for antimicrobial activity.

By embedding antibacterial NPs into the clothing
material, sportswear can provide the added benefit
of reducing bacteria and odor, increasing the overall
hygiene level of the apparel.

There are two primary methods to introduce these
groundbreaking properties into sport clothing: by

QP &Y s YO oplosis

creating a nanofibrous layer structure within the
clothing or by finishing the fabric with a treatment of
NPs. Both of these methods ensure that the clothing is
not only comfortable but also versatile, enhancing user
experience in various sporting environments.
However, as we venture into this exciting new realm of
nanotechnology-infused sportswear, we must also bear
in mind the potential risks and challenges associated
with these innovations.

It'’s crucial to focus on the fundamentals of comfort
science and examine how nanofibers might affect
wearers on a physiological level.

Long-term studies are essential to fully understand the
safety and potential health impacts of prolonged use of
nanofibrous materials in sports apparel.

In summary, the integration of nanotechnology in the
sportswear industry is a thrilling development that is
poised to significantly enhance the performance and
comfort of athletes. It’s a testament to how technological
advancements can profoundly impact even the most
seemingly mundane aspects of our lives, leading us to a
future where our clothes are not just fashion statements,
but functional, health-promoting assets.
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